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Archaeological Treasures of Romania 
Dacian and Roman roots presents the cul-
tural history of present-day Romania over a pe-
riod of more than a thousand years, from the 8th 
century BC to the 7th century AD, highlighting the 
period of Dacia as a Roman province (106-271 AD), 
following the Dacian wars lead by the Emperor Tra-
jan. In addition, it emphasizes the historical con-
nections between Romania and Spain, through the 
Celts, Romans and Germanic peoples. 

The tour of the exhibition, divided into six main 
areas, encompasses exceptional works of art of the 
European archaeological heritage, among them, a 
spectacular collection of gold and silver princely 
treasures, as well as an abundant variety of objects 
that tell us about aspects related to everyday life, 
technological and economic development and the 
belief system and spirituality of the societies that 
succeeded over these one thousand years of an-
cient history.
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The Empire and the  
“barbarians”   
(4th-7th century AD)

The last area comprises 
the historical evolution of 
the territory located north 
of the Danube, outside the 
borders of the Roman Em-
pire, between the 4th and 
7th centuries. The historical 
sources mention numerous 
people successively: Goths, 
Huns, Gepids, Slavs, Avars…
With them several cultural 
transformations took pla-
ce, among which the chan-
ges introduced by the Avars and Slavs in funeral 
customs and settlement forms stand out. Objects 
from princely tombs from the 5th to the 7th cen-
turies, such as the great gold treasure of PIetroa-
sele, emphasize the evolution of handcraft and 
luxury objects. 

The continuation of the Roman life in Dacia  
(3rd-7th century AD)

At the end of the 3rd century AD, the Roman province 
of Dacia ceased to exist, after the re-modeling of the 
frontiers of the Empire. Another important event also 
took place, the introduction of Christianity into the 
territory. These two historical events were decisive 
for Romania.  
The exhibition gives account of the changes that gra-
dually took place in the population between the 3rd 
and 7th centuries, through the objects displayed: to 
the survival of the Roman symbols and way of life, litt-
le by little influences of the new political and religious 
reality were added.

At the gates of the Empire  
(1st-4th century AD)
This area is dedicated to the communities living on 
the borders of the Roman Empire in Dacian territory, 
in the space previously inhabited by the Geto-Dacian. 
It also addresses the changes that these communities 
experienced in the context of the new circumstances, 
as a result of the Roman presence.

Pax Romana  
(1st-3rd century AD)

The integration of part of 
the territory of Romania 
into the Roman Empire de-
finitely changed the history 
of this corner of the world, 
that would eventually end 
up being the Empire’s last 
frontier. After the Dacian 
wars, the provinces of Dacia 
and Lower Mesia were crea-
ted. Their conformation is 
addressed in this section of 
the exhibition, stressing the 
special attention that the 
Hispanic emperors Trajan 
and Hadrian paid to both, 
especially to the defense of 
the Dacian territories, a pro-
vince with an accentuated 
military nature.

The “Geto-Dacian” and their neighbors   
(5th century BC-1st century AD)

The genesis and consolidation of the Geto-Dacian 
civilization was influenced by the peoples they 
came into contact: Scythians, Greeks, Celts and 
the Thracian kingdoms on the other side of the 
Danube. In particular, the political and economic 
contacts with the Greco-Roman world contributed 
decisively to the consolidation of the Geto-Dacian 
civilization. The works of art displayed reveal a hie-
rarchical society and leads us into the aspects of 
their daily life and their rich spiritual universe. 

First Iron Age   
(7th-6th century BC)

This section takes us back to the 
dawn of Protohistory, a moment 
in which the indigenous Basarabi 
culture maintains constant con-
nections with neighboring tribes, 
to which influences with an Orien-
tal origin are added, that will even-
tually lead to important cultural 
exchanges. 
Several topics have been addres-
sed here:  war, with the emergen-
ce of new warrior elite made up of 
archers on horseback and religious 
beliefs of these first civilizations.


